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injury. The Commission did not advise prohibition, but recommended a policy of control and restriction, and their suggestions have been carried into effect. The main features of the existing system are restricted cultivation under supervision, storage in bonded depdts, payment of a quantitative duty before issue, retail sale under licence, and restriction on private possession. No attempt is made to extirpate the spontaneous growth of the hemp plant, and no restriction is placed on the use of the wild plants in the green state or on their cultivation for the manufacture of fibre. Endeavour is made to control the use of bhang by prohibition or taxation of cultivation, collection under licence, and transport regulations. The production and consumption of hernp drugs in Burma (except for medicinal purposes) are altogether prohibited, in order to prevent the habit from arising in a Province where it docs not at present exist. Ganja forms the principal source of hemp drugs revenue in Bengal, Assam, the Central Provinces, Madras, and Bombay, while the consumption of charas is mainly confined to Northern India. Bhang is consumed in almost all Provinces,
Supply The principal authorized sources of gftnja supply are small and duty. areas of cultivation in Rajshahi (Eastern Bengal) and Nimlr (Central Provinces). Madras produces its own supply, and Bombay is supplied partly by cultivation within the Presidency and partly by import from NimSr, The duty on Rajsh&hi gfinja i.s Us. ii a seer in Eastern Bengal and Assam, and also in Bengal (excluding Orissa, where it is Rs* 9 a seer). In the United Provinces the duty at present varies from Rs, 6 to Rs. 9 a seer* according to the description of the drug; but it is intended to levy a uniform rate of R,s, u. On other sorts of g&nja the duty is Rs. 4 a seer; but this rate was rained to RH. 5 in the Central Provinces, Ajmer-Merwara, and Baluchistan in April, 1906, and similar enhancements elsewhere are contemplated.
CAaras is mainly derived from Central Asia. It enters the Punjab by prescribed routes and is stored in Govemmwt bonded warehouses. On issue for consumption in the Punjab and certain Native States, it formerly paid a duty of Rs; a a seer, which was raised to Rs. 6 in 1904. The greater part t% however, exported in bond to the United Provinces, where it now pays a duty of Rs. 6, and a smaller quantity to Bengal, where the vtto of duty is Rs. xa a seer.
A duty varying from 8 annas to R. i a seer is levied on bhang in Madras, Itotobay, Bengri, and tht Central Provinces,